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T:qc: report &,;A,es ti1c.t in order to :n;llsc; the recordinE,s the Ncvy sent 2 ph:-si- 
cist 2nd ;< sound cngin:.ar to tht: Fish c.nd >Jildlif’s Sex-v-ice's sc:c;coast lzborztorp 
ct Bc>cAuf'ort, 1:. C. , v,q!lc:ye fz..cilitic s yere :nsdc :Lvr;ilLble for collecting 2nd stuu;:-- 
inE; the fish, 

(0v.x) 



The croaker, most abundant co.,x~ercial f'ish of the Chesapeake Pay, is also 
taken by sport fishermen and x&es such a loud noise when caught on a hook that 
It can be heard through at least 20 feet'of water. :J:-Len taken in quantity in 
coxwrcial trawls or ~oun:i nets, croakers drwt vjgoroucl;~ while the net is being 
fished. 'The drumming is accomp:Lished by the vi.brat?on ol? a bandlike muscle 
against the air bladder, an InfLatea sac that lies just baclc of the head region. 

Although both male and female croakers are equipped with sound organs, in 
the related sea trouts only the zale has a drumming muscle; the fe:nale does not 
"talk," the report states. 

Black drums migrating to the open ocean from the bays of the Gulf coast drum 
so loudly that fisherxon corn2ti.re the sound to a heavy thumping on the bottom of 
their boats. This species ~av also ,x&e a second irind of noise, for they have 
extremely heavy teeth l:,!hi.ch I;:,.,,: 'c-l- use to crush the shells of oysters and clams, and 
it is said that a school o.f ciruinc feeding on oystcw .bg$s lla!:es a grinding sound 
clearly audible at the surface, 

Fishes capable of makin? drumming, grating, or grunting noises are found both 
in fresh and salt water in all parts of the worI.d, according to the report. 
Vhether Pishcs use th&r voices to attract tho oT,:?osite sex, as a feeding call, 
or to oxpress gxxxal contentment I.ikr. a cat 's plXT is not known. 
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